
INTRODUCTION 

Image is everything.  The digital age has simultaneously revealed and 

deepened our hunger to experience life through image, through color, 

through experience.  An idea can be enhanced if I can see it up close and 

personal—as real as if I could actually touch it. 

Our world is also a spiritual world.  On the one hand, we’ve grown to 

mistrust the religious institutions that represent sexual repression and 

cultural superiority.  On the other hand, we’ve expressed an earnest desire 

to connect directly with God.  And in that strange cultural world, we’ve 

sought to liberate the person of Jesus from the shackles of traditional 

religion.  They Like Jesus, But Not the Church, says one popular book title.   

This is why we turn to the gospel of John.  In every gospel, Jesus takes 

center stage.  But while Matthew, Mark, and Luke describe Jesus as He was 

in history, John describes Jesus as He is in all of human history.  John’s 

opening chapter describes Jesus as the eternal “Word” of God—sent into 

human history so that we could see God up close. 

In the rest of John’s gospel, Jesus presents Himself as God in the flesh.  

And, notably, He reveals Himself through a series of images and symbols.  

He presents not merely ideas about God, but offers us word pictures that 

capture who Jesus is—and who God is.  For every Jewish custom and 

symbol, Jesus offers new meaning.  He is the true Bridegroom, the true 

Temple, the true Vine, the True Lamb.   

In a child’s Viewmaster, images are collected on a small, paper wheel.  But 

there are two of each image—placed at strategic locations on opposite 

sides of the wheel.  When you look through the Viewmaster, your eyes see 

only one image—but the combined images appear as 3D pictures.   

Jesus is like this.  He is fully human.  He is also fully God.  When we see 

those two natures together in one person, we see one Image, one Savior, 

one Hope.  Jesus makes God vividly real in our world in a way that no other 

teacher, no other religious system ever could.  John’s gospel was written 

so that everyone could encounter Jesus in a new way.  Whether we’ve 

known Jesus for our whole lives, or whether we remain skeptical about 

following Him, John brings Jesus up close.   

 

ABOUT THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 

 Author: Interestingly John never records the actual author—only 

referring to himself as “the disciple Jesus loved.”  But the details 

of the story reveal that the author could only be a Palestinian Jew, 

and certainly one of Jesus’ closest followers.  Process of 

elimination also helps us determine that this must have been the 

apostle John—a fact later confirmed by some of the leaders in the 

early Church.   

 Date: Dating John is very difficult.  Tradition holds that John was 

written as late as the 80’s or 90’s.  But John often seems to be 

writing in a world where the Temple is still standing—the Temple 

that was destroyed in 70 AD.  Historical evidence tells us that John 

wrote after Matthew, Mark, and Luke, meaning we can date John 

anywhere from 65-90 AD.  Could it be that John composed the 

gospel from his personal diary?  In other words, could parts have 

been written early and other parts woven together later?  

Perhaps.  But this is beside the point.  Regardless of the precise 

date, we can be confident that John was written by an 

eyewitness—one of Jesus’ students and best friends.   

 Purpose: Historical sources tell us that John was writing from the 

city of Ephesus.  In Acts 18, we get a glimpse of this community.  

They were followers of Jesus, but their understanding of the 

Christian life was limited—knowing only the baptism of John the 

Baptist.  Meanwhile, Paul and most probably Peter had given their 

life in the service of Christ.  The community was in need of sound 

and secure teaching about Jesus.  This became John’s purpose.  

This becomes most explicit in a statement John makes toward the 

end of His gospel:  
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John 20:30-31  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 

the disciples, which are not written in this book;  
31

 but these are 

written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.   

It seems simple enough, but even English translations aren’t always sure 

about the grammar.  John says that his writing is “so that you may 

believe.”  But does this mean his purpose was that non-believers could 

start to believe, or does he mean he wants committed Christians to 

continue to believe?   

Perhaps John meant for this statement to remain ambiguous.  Perhaps his 

story of Jesus is meant for both.  Leon Morris famously wrote that John’s 

gospel is a pool into which a child can wade, yet so deep that an elephant 

can swim.   No matter who you are, what you currently believe, John has 

the capacity to change your mind. 

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 

Each chapter of this guide contains several sections, each with their own 

unique purpose: 

 Getting Started: This is a simple discussion question to simply 

orient the group to the subject.   

 Diving In: These questions focus on the text itself.  They are 

designed to help you read and interpret the text of scripture and 

discuss it as a group. 

 Connecting the Dots: These questions are designed to help you 

apply the main theme(s) of each section.   

 Reaching Up: These are simply suggestions for ways to pray 

regarding the application of each week.  Participants are 

encouraged to make these items a regular part of their prayer life 

as they proceed through each section of the study. 

 

You can therefore use this guide on your own, or with a small group: 

 For Individuals 

Individuals are encouraged to use this guide on their own as they 

participate in this sermon series at Tri-State Fellowship.  If you regularly 

attend Tri-State Fellowship, we strongly encourage you to experience the 

life of Christ’s Church by being physically present with us on Sundays.  

However, you can also watch sermons on our Youtube channel: 

www.youtube.com/tristatefellowship   

After each sermon, you can then use the guide to help you in your Bible 

study.  We encourage you to share what you’ve learned with friends, 

family, and even those who’ve never experienced the transformative 

power of faith in their lives. 

 For Small Groups 

Small groups will gather after the sermon.  You are encouraged to share 

what you’ve learned from each sermon before beginning the discussion 

portion.   

Small group leaders are encouraged to prepare beforehand by reading 

through the material and perhaps even examining the “Diving In” 

questions for themselves. 

If leaders are pressed for time, certain questions may be skipped, but small 

group leaders are strongly encouraged to address at least one question 

from each section.   

If some small groups feel they have gained enough content from each 

sermon, they may wish to omit the “Diving In” section in order to devote 

more time application and prayer.   

All participants are encouraged to sign up for daily devotionals at 

www.godupclosetsf.org.   
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